
Two Creation Stories

Steve Thompson 
UUCF 

March 13, 2024



Two Creation Stories
• J and P each wrote their own creation story 

• There is no creation story from the other two 
authors (E and D) 

• Each author displays the same writing style used 
in the flood story and the rebellion story 

• The name of God each author uses is consistent 
with their other stories 
• J calls God “Yahweh” from the beginning 
• P does not call God “Yahweh” until after the 

burning bush story when God reveals his name 
to Moses (early in the book of Exodus)



Location

• P’s version is Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 
• The well known seven days of creation story 
• P’s story of creation is pronounced finished 

in Gen 2:3, as God rests on seventh day 
• J’s version starts in Gen 2:4b and runs through 

the end of Chapter 2 
• J opens with “In the day that Yahweh made 

the earth and heavens” 
• J’s creation takes one day, not seven



Placement
• Instead of interleaving the pair of creation stories, the 

redactor chose to place them sequentially 
• The P version comes first, with its larger, cosmic scale, 

followed by the J version, which focuses on the earth 
and people 
• Some people see the J story as an elaboration P’s 

earlier creation of men and women, but to claim that 
there is just a single story by one author ignores the 
blatant contradiction of the order of creation (as well 
as writing style and other differences) 

• But I think this does account for why the redactor 
chose to place the two stories sequentially with J 
following P; certainly the other order makes no sense



P’s Version
• The 7 days of creation occurs only in P 
• Man made in the “image of God” 
• Adam and Eve, the Garden of Eden, the snake, and the 

fruit (apple) are not in P’s version 
• Despite his usual habit of providing many details, here 

the P author does not give the names of the first people 
• P’s order of creation of living creatures is: 

• Plants (third day) 
• Animals 

• Sea creatures and birds (fifth day) 
• Land creatures (sixth day) 
• Men and women (sixth day; last and many at 

once!)



J’s Version

• J’s creation occurs in just one day 
• Adam and Eve, the Garden of Eden, the snake, and the 

apple occur only in J 
• J continues later with the story of Cain and Abel, who 

is entirely missing in P 
• J’s order of creation of the living creatures is: 

• Man (just one!) 
• Plants 
• Animals 
• Woman (just one!)



Differences
• P writes of “Heavens and earth” (Gen 1:1) which is consistent 

with his cosmic viewpoint, and a view of God as being remote 
and transcendent 

• J writes of “earth and heavens” (Gen 2:4b) which is consistent 
with his earthly viewpoint, and a view of God as close and 
personal 

• It seems to me that P, who read J’s story and did not like the 
closeness of people to God, wrote his creation story to portray 
God as more cosmic (remote from people), and omitted all the 
close personal contact J described between Adam and Eve and 
God, even to the point of omitting Adam and Eve entirely 

• P needs some distance between God and people to justify 
the need for priests to be the liaison



P’s “Heavens and earth”

• A cosmic viewpoint, in which he describes: 
• Creation of the light (Day) and the darkness 

(Night) 
• Creation of the greater light (sun) and lesser light 

(moon) and the stars 
• Separation of the waters above the firmament from 

the waters below the firmament 
• Consistent with P’s view of God as remote 

• No details of creation of people



J’s “earth and heavens”
• J does not describe the creation of anything beyond the 

earth 
• J’s creation story is very earth bound 

• God formed man from dust of the ground 
• God breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life 
• God planted a garden in Eden, put man in the garden 

and gave him commandments 
• God made the trees grow, created all the animals and 

let man name them 
• God put man to sleep, pulled out a rib, and made 

woman 
• God walks around and converses with Adam and Eve 

• J views God as close and personal; a “hands on” God



Differences
• P describes the creation of many items that J does not even 

mention, especially things beyond the earth 
• P removes the “hands on” creation of man by God, as if to 

deliberately make God more remote 
• P has God create merely by speaking 
• P wants to promote the idea that priests are the only 

proper intermediary between God and men 
• Given that P had a copy of J when P wrote his version, it is 

almost as if P is deliberately choosing to change almost 
everything J wrote to be just the opposite 
• By making God more remote, space for a priesthood to 

exist between God and mankind is created



Differences
• Order of creation differs 

• P has multiple men and women created simultaneously, 
and only after plants and animals 

• J has one man created first, and then plants and animals, 
then one woman 

• The difference of P’s remote, cosmic God versus J’s close, 
personal God introduces two ways of viewing God and both 
have been accepted 

• Reading the texts together actually creates “something 
greater than the sum of its parts” in that Jews and 
Christians, for centuries, have thought of God as both 
transcendent and personal



Elements of J Story

• When God drives Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden, He places cherubim to guard the 
Garden 
– A pair of cherubim (a sphinx like creature) 

were in the Jerusalem Temple’s inner-most 
room (The Holy of Holies)  

– We will see later that J is a strong proponent 
of the Davidic monarchy and the temple 
Solomon built is a major accomplishment of 
that monarchy



P’s Wording Matches His Flood Story

• P’s creation story 
• Gen. 1:24 “cattle and creeping things and beasts of the 

earth” 
• Gen. 1:25 “everything that creeps upon the ground” 
• Gen. 1:30 “everything that creeps on the earth” 

• P’s flood story 
• Gen. 6:20 “every creeping thing of the ground” 
• Gen. 7:8 “of everything that creeps on the ground” 
• Gen. 7:14 “cattle according to their kinds, and every 

creeping thing that creeps on the earth” 
• Gen. 7:23 “creeping things” 

• I think this is a bit creepy



P’s Creation Story
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep; and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of the waters.

3 And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.

4 And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness.

5 God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, one day.

6 And God said, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 
separate the waters from the waters."

7 And God made the firmament and separated the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament. And it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And there was evening and there was 
morning, a second day.

9 And God said, "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into 
one place, and let the dry land appear." And it was so.

10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together 
he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.

https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-2.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-3.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-4.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-5.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-8.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-9.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/rsv/genesis/1-10.html


P’s Creation Story
11 And God said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, upon the earth." 
And it was so.

12 The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own 
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good.

13 And there was evening and there was morning, a third day.

14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years,

15 and let them be lights in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth." 
And it was so.

16 And God made the two great lights, the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser 
light to rule the night; he made the stars also.

17 And God set them in the firmament of the heavens to give light upon the earth,

18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the 
darkness. And God saw that it was good.

19 And there was evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

20 And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds 
fly above the earth across the firmament of the heavens.”
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P’s Creation Story
21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, with which 
the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. 
And God saw that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth."

23 And there was evening and there was morning, a fifth day.

24 And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds: cattle 
and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds." And it was so.

25 And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the cattle according 
to their kinds, and everything that creeps upon the ground according to its kind. And God 
saw that it was good.

26 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness; and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth."

27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 
over every living thing that moves upon the earth."

29 And God said, "Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed which is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food.
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P’s Creation Story
30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food." And it was so.

31 And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was morning, a sixth day.


Genesis 2


Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God finished his work which he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had done.

3 So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God 
rested from all his work which he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 
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J’s Creation Story
Genesis 2


4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the 
day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,

5 when no plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung 
up--for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no man to 
till the ground;

6 but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground--

7 then the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living being.

8 And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man 
whom he had formed.

9 And out of the ground the LORD God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil.

10 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four 
rivers.

11 The name of the first is Pishon; it is the one which flows around the whole land of 
Havilah, where there is gold;

12 and the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there.
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J’s Creation Story
The name of the second river is Gihon; it is the one which flows around the whole land of Cush.

14 And the name of the third river is Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is 
the Euphrates.

15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "You may freely eat of every tree of the 
garden;

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat 
of it you shall die."

18 Then the LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper fit for him."

19 So out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, 
and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called 
every living creature, that was its name.

20 The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field; 
but for the man there was not found a helper fit for him.

21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of 
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh;

22 and the rib which the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man.

23 Then the man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man."
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J’s Creation Story and Beyond
Genesis 2


24 Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become 
one flesh.

25 And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.


Genesis 3

Now the serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, "Did God say, 'You shall not eat of any tree of the garden'?"

2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden;

3 but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, 
neither shall you touch it, lest you die.'"

4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die.

5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil."

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she also gave some to her husband, and he ate.

7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together and made themselves aprons.

8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and 
the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of 
the garden.
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J’s Story of Adam and Eve
Genesis 3


9 But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"

10 And he said, "I heard the sound of thee in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was 
naked; and I hid myself."

11 He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I 
commanded you not to eat?"

12 The man said, "The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me fruit of the 
tree, and I ate."

13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 
woman said, "The serpent beguiled me, and I ate."

14 The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, cursed are you 
above all cattle, and above all wild animals; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you 
shall eat all the days of your life.

15 I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; 
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."

16 To the woman he said, "I will greatly multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you 
shall bring forth children, yet your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over 
you.”
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J’s Story of Adam and Eve
Genesis 3


17 And to Adam he said, "Because you have listened to the voice of your wife, and 
have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the 
ground because of you; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life;

18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth to you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.

19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of 
it you were taken; you are dust, and to dust you shall return."

20 The man called his wife's name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.

21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins, and clothed 
them.

22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, lest he put forth his hand and take also of the tree of life, and 
eat, and live for ever" --

23 therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground 
from which he was taken.

24 He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the 
cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of 
life.
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J’s Story of Cain and Abel
Genesis 4

1 Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I have 
gotten a man with the help of the LORD."

2 And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a 
tiller of the ground.

3 In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground,

4 and Abel brought of the firstlings of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD 
had regard for Abel and his offering,

5 but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his 
countenance fell.

6 The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen?

7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is couching 
at the door; its desire is for you, but you must master it."

8 Cain said to Abel his brother, "Let us go out to the field." And when they were in the 
field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel, and killed him.

9 Then the LORD said to Cain, "Where is Abel your brother?" He said, "I do not know; 
am I my brother's keeper?"

10 And the LORD said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood is 
crying to me from the ground.
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J’s Story of Cain and Abel
Genesis 4


And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive 
your brother's blood from your hand.

12 When you till the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength; you shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth."

13 Cain said to the LORD, "My punishment is greater than I can bear.

14 Behold, thou hast driven me this day away from the ground; and from thy face I 
shall be hidden; and I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and whoever 
finds me will slay me."

15 Then the LORD said to him, "Not so! If any one slays Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold." And the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who came 
upon him should kill him.

16 Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD, and dwelt in the land of 
Nod, east of Eden.

17 Cain knew his wife, and she conceived and bore Enoch; and he built a city, and 
called the name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch.

18 To Enoch was born Irad; and Irad was the father of Me-hu'ja-el, and Me-hu'ja-el 
the father of Me-thu'sha-el, and Me-thu'sha-el the father of Lamech.
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Genesis 4, 5 and 6

• Most of the rest of Genesis 4 is by J and is about 
ancient people, and ends with “Then it was begun to 
invoke the name YWHW.” 

• Genesis 5 is copied from the Book of Records, and is 
full of genealogy 
• This Book of Records (or Generations) is a separate 

document used by the redactor to form a framework 
for merging the different texts 

• The first four verses of Genesis 6 are on the next slide, 
and then Genesis 6:5 begins the J version of Noah and 
the Flood



J’s Last Text Before the Flood Story
Genesis 6


When men began to multiply on the face of the ground, and daughters were 
born to them,

2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair; and they took to 
wife such of them as they chose.

3 Then the LORD said, "My spirit shall not abide in man for ever, for he is 
flesh, but his days shall be a hundred and twenty years."

4 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and also afterward, when 
the sons of God came in to the daughters of men, and they bore children to 
them. These were the mighty men that were of old, the men of renown.
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J’s Creation

• One interesting article I came across years ago discussed 
the idea that J’s creation story can be read as a “birth of 
human consciousness” story 

• Clearly, as animal bodies without souls evolved over 
millions of years into human beings with souls, 
somewhere along the way souls were introduced 

• It makes sense to me to assume that physical human 
bodies evolved first, and later consciousness, which I 
think is indicative of a soul, was introduced 

• I think this ties in very well with Adam and Eve’s 
growing awareness and encountering moral issues, which 
animals are blissfully unaware of



Literal vs Non-literal Reading
• A phrase I have heard in connection with Biblical stories is this: 

“this story is true, but it did not really happen” and I think this hits 
the nail on the head: the truth is “above” the literal story 

• The fallacy so many Fundamentalist Christians make is reading the 
Bible far too literally; they falsely believe that God wrote it, and 
thus everything it says is in perfect agreement; that any verse can 
be taken out of context, and used to prove their claim; they ignore 
the many contradictions and thus the fact that the Bible was written 
by numerous people (none with perfect understanding) and needs 
to be taken in context, and parts of it even ignored 

• The “too literal” reading often suffers by missing the larger point: 
the Adam and Eve story of being kicked out of the Garden of Eden 
makes perfect sense in that humans gained consciousness and 
started encountering moral dilemmas, but instead Fundamentalists 
derive all sorts of wrong conclusions by reading it too literally 

• As I like to say, the literal reading is the most shallow



Image of God
• Another example of the Bible being “greater than the sum of 

its parts” is the juxtaposition of (1) man being made “in the 
image of God” by P and (2) J’s account of the fall from grace 
(and expulsion from the Garden of Eden) when Adam and 
Eve succumbed to the temptation to eat the fruit so that they 
would “be like God” 
• Friedman points out that only the humans are tempted to 

do this, and perhaps that is related to being made in the 
image of God 

• My take: God has made us to be superior to animals, and 
we have a chance to come closer to God, but this requires 
us to wrestle with moral dilemmas, and this is far from 
the Fundamentalist viewpoint that you only have to 
believe that Jesus died for your sins (which violates 
everything Jesus preached)


